REGULAR Board of Education Meeting

                                                                            Susquehanna Valley CSD

July 10, 2024       

                                                                                                 Conklin, NY


APPROVED SHORTENED AGENDA

Superintendent’s Recommendations
1.
CONSENT AGENDA - Superintendent recommends items A through K as a consent agenda:




APPROVED
    (    

NOT APPROVED
______     

A. SPECIAL EDUCATION RECOMMENDATION - Enclosed with materials for this meeting are the recommendations from the Committees on Special Education.  Based upon information provided by the Director of Special Services, the Superintendent recommends that the Susquehanna Valley Board of Education:

	(
	
	Authorize the 
	17
	services recommended on the CPSE list dated
	 6/6 – 6/21/24

	(
	
	Authorize the 
	7
	services recommended on the CSE list dated
	6/6 – 6/14/24



B.
RETIREMENT - The Superintendent recommends, with regret, the following retirement:

	Name
	Position / Location
	Effective Date

	Walter Foster
	Custodian
	High School
	7/31/24



C.
RESIGNATION - The Superintendent recommends the following resignation:

	Name
	Position / Location
	Effective Date

	Brandy Clark
	Food Service Worker
	Brookside
	6/19/24



D.
NON-INSTRUCTIONAL APPOINTMENTS - The Superintendent recommends the following non-instructional appointments:

	Name
	Position / Location
	Rate of Pay
	Effective Date

	Gayle Ditch
	Senior Typist
	Middle School
	As Per Contract
	7/18/24

	Jamey Parslow
	Teacher Aide
	Donnelly
	As Per Contract
	9/3/24

	Adrienne Weaver 
	Laborer
	Donnelly
	As Per Contract
	7/11/24

	Luke Kariam
	Laborer
	High School
	As Per Contract
	7/15/24

	Dana Wormuth
	Senior Typist
	High School
	As Per Contract
	8/19/24



E.
ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT APPOINTMENTS - The Superintendent recommends the following athletic department head spring coach appointments for the 2024-25 school year.

	Name
	Position
	Rate of Pay
	Effective Date

	Matt Merrell
	Head Varsity Baseball
	As Per Contract
	2024-25 School Year

	Karen Bidwell
	Head Varsity Softball
	As Per Contract
	2024-25 School Year

	Grace Tabeek
	Head Varsity Girls’ Track
	As Per Contract
	2024-25 School Year

	Matthew Schneider
	Head Varsity Boys’ Track
	As Per Contract
	2024-25 School Year

	Anthony Ruffo
	Head Varsity Boys’ Tennis
	As Per Contract
	2024-25 School Year

	Mike Ford
	Head Varsity Girls’ Flag Football
	As Per Contract
	2024-25 School Year



F.
SUMMER SPORTS CAMP COACH - The Superintendent recommends Rita Foran as a Summer Sport Camp coach.


G.
ATHLETIC INJURY SERVICES AND CPR/FIRST AID TRAINING SERVICES - The Superintendent recommends the athletic injury services of John Dancesia, Advanced Emergency Medical Technician Critical Care Medic, for the 2024-25 school year per the agreed upon rate.


H.
EXTENDED SEASON COACHING PAYMENTS - Recommendation that the following coaches be paid for an extended winter coaching season:

	Name
	Timeframe
	Total

	Anthony Ruffo
	3 weeks extended season head coach
	As Per Contract

	Grace Tabeek
	2 weeks extended season head coach
	As Per Contract


	Matthew Schneider
	2 weeks extended season head coach
	As Per Contract

	Karen Bidwell
	2 weeks extended season head coach
	As Per Contract

	Eric Holmberg
	2 weeks extended season assistant coach
	As Per Contract

	Kellyn Chapman
	2 weeks extended season assistant coach
	As Per Contract


I.
SPECIAL EDUCATION TRANSITION COORDINATORS - Recommendation to appoint Jennifer Potter and Michael Pixley, as Special Education Transition Coordinators (shared position) for the 2024-25 school year at a stipend of $800 each.


J.
BID OPENINGS
· RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools and the Director of Food Services, that the Susquehanna Valley Board of Education approve the following bids for the 2024-25 school year.
· Commodity Processed Bid:  Nardones, US Foods, Maid Rite Co., Yang’s 5th Taste, JTM Provisions Co.

· Bread Bid:  Bimbo

· Grocery Bid:  US Foods, Ginsbergs, Russell Farms, BLJR, Slate Foods, Nardones

· Ice Cream Bid:  Hershey’s

· IW Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Bid:  Russo Produce, BLJR

· Meat and Cheese Bid (7/1/24 to 10/31/24):  Ginsbergs, US Foods, Lupo’s

· Paper Bid (7/1/24 to 12/31/24):  Hill & Markes, US Foods, Central Poly Corp., Sanico, LJC Distributors

· Produce Bid:  BLJR, Russell Farms

· Smallwares Bid:  Joseph Filhan Co., Singer-Kittredge Equipment

· Geo Preference Bid:  Ginsbergs, Happy Valley Meat Co., Feast Kitchen LLC, Russell Farms, Morning Star Poultry


K.
RESERVE - RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education does and hereby approves the reduction of the Tax Certiorari Reserve (A86400) in the amount of the May Balance (currently $259,591.77) plus interest earnings.  The funds will be returned to the Unassigned Fund Balance (A 91700).

2.
TAX WARRANT - 2024-2025 Tax Levy – that be it RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the sum of $19,256,838 represents the amount needed to balance the 2024-2025 budget and that this amount be raised by levying taxes upon the taxable properties of the Susquehanna Valley Central School District, which have been certified by the Board of Assessors of the Towns of Binghamton, Conklin, Kirkwood, Vestal and Windsor, and be it further resolved that the District Clerk of this School District be and is hereby authorized and directed to file a certified copy of this resolution with the Board of Assessors of the County of Broome, Binghamton, New York.

2024-2025 Tax Warrant – that WHEREAS: Chapter 73 of the Laws of 1977, amended 1318, subdivision 1 of the Real Property Tax Law:

BE IT RESOLVED:  That the Board of Education apply $500,000 to the reduction of the tax levy;

BE IT ADDITIONALLY RESOLVED:  To the tax collector of the Susquehanna Valley CSD, Towns of Binghamton, Conklin, Kirkwood, Vestal, and Windsor, County of Broome, New York State, you are hereby commanded:

1. To give notice and start collection on September 3, 2024, in accordance with the provisions of 1322 of the Real Property Tax Law.

2. To give notice that the tax collection will end on October 31, 2024.

3. To collect taxes in the total sum of $19,256,838 in the same manner that collectors are authorized to collect town and county taxes in accordance with the provisions of 1318 of the Real Property Tax Law.

4. To make no changes or alterations in the tax warrant or the attached tax rolls but shall return the same to the Board of Education.  The Board may recall its warrant and tax roll for correction of errors or omissions in accordance with the provisions of 553 and 556 of the Real Property Tax Law.

5. To forward by mail to each owner of the real property listed on the tax rolls within 10 days after the start of the collection a statement of taxes due his/her property on press-numbered tax bill forms provided by the school district in accordance with the provisions of 922 of the Real Property Tax Law.  To forward by mail, without interest penalties, to the Office of the County Treasurer a detailed tax bill of all state land parcels liable for taxes on the school tax rolls in accordance with provisions of 540 and 544 of the Real Property Tax Law.

6. To receive from each of the taxable corporations and natural persons the sums listed on the attached tax rolls without interest penalties when such sums are paid before the end of the first month of the tax collection period.  To add two percent interest penalties to all taxes collected during the second month of the tax collection and to account for such sums as income due to the school district.

7. To issue receipts in acknowledgement of receipt of payments of taxes and to retain, preserve and file exact copies of all receipts issued as required by 986 of the Real Property Tax Law.

8. To promptly return the warrant at its expiration and if any taxes on the attached tax rolls shall be unpaid at that time, deliver an accounting thereof on forms showing by Town the total assessed valuation, tax rate, the total tax levy, the total amounts remaining uncollected as required by 1330 of the Real Property Tax Law.

This warrant is issued and delivered in accordance with 1306 and 1318 of the Real Property Tax Law.  It is effective immediately after it is properly signed by a majority of the Board of Education.  This warrant shall expire on the date stated above unless a renewal or extension has been endorsed on the face of this warrant in writing in accordance with 1318, subdivision 3 of the Real Property Tax Law.




APPROVED
    (    

NOT APPROVED
______     

3.
BOND RESOLUTION - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING $25,250,000 BONDS AND THE EXPENDITURE OF $4,500,000 CAPITAL RESERVE FUND MONIES OF THE SUSQUEHANNA CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT AT CONKLIN, BROOME COUNTY, NEW YORK, TO PAY THE COST OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS TO VARIOUS SCHOOL DISTRICT FACILITIES (INCLUDING THE EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS ATHLETIC FIELDS AND BUS GARAGE), IN AND FOR SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT.

WHEREAS, all conditions precedent to the financing of the capital project hereinafter described, including compliance with the provisions of the State Environmental Quality Review Act ("SEQRA") as a Type II Action pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617.5(c), (1), (2) and (10) of the regulations promulgated thereunder, have been performed and it has been determined that, as such, said capital project will not have a significant environmental effect; and

WHEREAS, at a Special District Meeting of the qualified voters of Susquehanna Central School District at Conklin, Broome County, New York (the “School District”), held on December 6, 2022, a proposition was duly adopted authorizing the Board of Education of said School District to authorize the financing of the cost to renovate, reconstruct and construct improvements to School District buildings and facilities, (including the educational buildings, athletic field renovations and an addition to the bus garage), together with site work 

and original furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances and incidental improvements and expenses therewith, at a maximum estimated cost of $29,750,000 with a $4,500,000 portion to be paid with capital reserve fund monies, and with the remaining $25,250,000 or so much thereof as may be necessary to be raised by the levy of a tax upon the taxable property of said School District and collected in annual installments as provided by Section 416 of the Education Law, and in anticipation of such tax, such obligations of said School District to be issued; and

WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for the authorization of such class of objects or purposes and for the financing thereof; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the total voting strength of the Board of Education of Susquehanna Central School District at Conklin, Broome County, New York, as follows:

Section 1.
The renovation, reconstruction and construction of improvements to School District buildings and facilities, (including the educational buildings, athletic field renovations and an addition to the bus garage) together with site work, and original furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances and incidental improvements and expenses therewith, at a maximum estimated cost of $29,750,000, is hereby authorized.

Section 2.
The plan for the financing of the aforesaid maximum estimated cost shall consist of:

a)
the issuance of not to exceed $25,250,000 bonds of said School District hereby authorized to be issued therefor, pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law; and

b)
the expenditure of $4,500,000 Capital Reserve Fund monies, hereby authorized to be expended therefor.

Section 3.
It is hereby determined that the period of probable usefulness of the aforesaid class of objects or purposes is thirty (30) years, pursuant to subdivision 97 of paragraph a of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law, as a “school construction project eligible for the apportionment of aid” as described therein.

Section 4.
The faith and credit of said Susquehanna Central School District at Conklin, Broome County, New York, are hereby irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same respectively become due and payable.  An annual appropriation shall be made in each year sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds becoming due and payable in such year.  There shall annually be levied on all the taxable real property in said School District, a tax sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on such bonds as the same become due and payable.

Section 5.
Subject to the provisions of the Local Finance Law, the power to authorize the issuance of and to sell bond anticipation notes in anticipation of the issuance and sale of the bonds herein authorized, including renewals of such notes, is hereby delegated to the President of the Board of Education, the chief fiscal officer.  Such notes shall be of such terms, form and contents, and shall be sold in such manner, as may be prescribed by said President of the Board of Education, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.
Section 6.
All other matters except as provided herein relating to the bonds herein authorized including the date, denominations, maturities and interest payment dates, within the limitations prescribed herein and the manner of execution of the same, including the consolidation with other issues, and also the ability to issue bonds with substantially level or declining annual debt service, shall be determined by the President of the Board of Education, the chief fiscal officer of such School District.  Such bonds shall contain substantially the recital of validity clause provided for in Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and shall otherwise be in such form and contain such recitals, in addition to those required by Section 51.00 of the Local Finance Law, as the President of the Board of Education shall determine consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.
Section 7.
The validity of such bonds and bond anticipation notes may be contested only if:

1)
Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which said School District is not authorized to expend money, or

2)
The provisions of law which should be complied with as of the date of publication of this resolution are not substantially complied with, and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of such publication, or

3)
Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution.

Section 8.
This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent for purposes of Treasury Regulations Section 1.150‑2.  Other than as specified in this resolution, no monies are, or are reasonably expected to be, 

reserved, allocated on a long-term basis, or otherwise set aside with respect to the permanent funding of the object or purpose described herein.
Section 9.
This resolution, which takes effect immediately, shall be published in summary form in the official newspaper of said School District for such purpose, together with a notice of the School District Clerk substantially in the form provided in Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law.




APPROVED
    (    

NOT APPROVED
______     

Superintendent’s Addendum
4.
RESIGNATIONS - The Superintendent recommends the following resignations:

	Name
	Position / Location
	Effective Date

	Valerie Ayres
	Teacher
	Donnelly
	8/30/24

	Dana Wormuth
	Receptionist
	High School
	8/19/24





APPROVED
    (    

NOT APPROVED
______     

5.
IMPARTIAL HEARING OFFICER - WHEREAS, a request for an imperial hearing has been made, and

Whereas, Guljit Bains is the next available person on New York State’s rotational hearing officer list,

BE IT RESOLVED, THAT Guljit Bains is appointed as Hearing Officer in regards to a pending request for a hearing and is requested to issue a decision within the appropriate time period of the law and regulations. This appointment is effective immediately.




APPROVED
    (    

NOT APPROVED
______     

Assistant Superintendent’s Report
1.
REPORT - PDP ANNUAL PLAN - Catherine Kacyvenski

Recommendation that the Board of Education approve the District’s 2024-25 Annual Professional Development Plan as submitted and reviewed by the assistant superintendent.



APPROVED
    (    

NOT APPROVED
______     

1

